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No. XLVIII.
To PROFESSOR DUGALD STEWART.

Mauchline^ Sd* Mayy 1788*

1 INCLOSE you one or two more of
my bagatelles. If the fervent wishes of honest
gratitude have any influence with that great un-
known Being, who frames the chain of causes
and events, prosperity and happiness will at-
tend your visit to the continent, and return
you safe to your native shore.

Wherever I am, allow me. Sir, to claim it
as my privilege to acquaint you with my pro-
gress in my trade of rhymes ; as I am sure I
could say it with truth, that, next to my little
fame, and the having it in my power to make
life more comfortable to those whom nature lias
made dear to me, I shall ever regard your coun-
tenance, your patronage, your friendly good
offices, as the most valued consequence of my
late success in life.
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